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LEED Certifi es Buildings, not Products
A common mistake made by product manufacturers and others is to say that their product is “LEED certifi ed.” There is no 
such thing as a LEED-certifi ed product because LEED only certifi es buildings. It is more accurate to say that a product is 
LEED compliant, meets LEED credit requirements, or contributes towards earning one or more LEED points.

Earning LEED Points
LEED is based on a system of  credits and points. You have to earn a certain number of  points to achieve LEED 
certifi cation for a building. More points can mean a higher “ranking” in the LEED System (from lowest to highest, the levels 
are Certifi ed, Silver, Gold, and Platinum). Some LEED points are earned by using LEED-compliant products such as those 
that contain recycled content, no added formaldehyde, and FSC certifi ed wood. Using any single LEED-compliant product 
usually will not be enough to earn a point, but it will contribute. A project may have to use many, many products of  a given 
type in order to earn a point.

FSC and LEED
Only FSC-certifi ed wood products comply with the requirements of  the LEED Certifi ed Wood credit (Materials and 
Resources 7). Wood products certifi ed under competiting forest certifi cation systems such as SFI, CSA and PEFC are not 
currently recognized by LEED.

LEED for Homes
The above table of  credits is for LEED rating systems that apply to commercial construction. LEED for Homes, the rating 
system for residential construction, has a different system of  points and requirements. For instance, LEED for Homes 
requires that all tropical wood used in a project must be FSC certifi ed. As in LEED for commercial construction, forest 
certifi cation systems other than FSC are not currently recognized by LEED for Homes.


